GDANSK

THE ROYAL ROUTE



The Royal Route forming the longest urban axis of the
Medieval Europe is the most inferesting historic road in Gdansk.
It was the place fo organise parades, momentous ceremonies,
and triumphant entries of the Polish monarchs to the city.
The route starts at the Upland Gate, then follows the walls of the
Gateway Complex to dive through the Golden Gate and emerge in Long
Street, the city’s representative road. Towards its end Long Street
merges naturally into one of the most beautiful market places of
Europe - the Long Market. Beyond the Green Gate which closes
the Long Market, the route leads on to the Zutawy Gate where,
in New Gardens Street, royal pageants would disperse. Taking
time fo walk the Royal Route we admire many fop-class listed
buildings characteristic of the Hanseatic city. Why not take
a stroll along the tract once chosen by the royals?

Upland Gate

The Renaissance Upland Gate at Bogustawskiego Street at the
outset of the Royal Route is the most impressive of all entrance
gates to Gdansk. Originally erected in the T6th century as an
element of the city fortifications it emerged in its present shape
in 1588 offer the revamp works performed under
the eye of Williem van den Blocke. Carved Polish, Gdarisk,
and Royal Prussion emblems adom the aftic, and o Latin
inscription over the main passage reads: ‘Justice and piety are
the two cornerstones of all kingdoms'.

Gateway:
Torture House, Prison Tower

Just beyond the Upland Gate, forming a side wall of the Coal
Market stands the mixed Gothic and Renaissance Gateway to
Long Street, composed of the Torture House and the Prison
Tower. The compound was built in mid-14th century within the
chain of the Medieval fortifications surrounding the Main City.
Up to late 17th century the Torture House had actually been the
gateway, that is it played a military function in preventing access
o the city. Later, the Gateway complex was altered and given its
present mixed Gothic-Renaissance appearance.



In the 17th-19th century the site was used as the city prison.
The highlight of the air pervading the numerous cells inside
is the sinister-looking chopping block. The wall facing the Golden
Gate shows fraces of a pillory. The Tower is finished with
a Renaissance helm. The Gateway Complex now in conservation
will soon be open welcoming visitors to a stunning collection
of true art. The Amber Museum to be housed here will exhibit
works made of amber called the “Baltic gold”.

Golden Gate

Opposite the Prison Tower rises the magnificent Renaissance
Golden Gate. It was built on the site of the earlier Medieval Long
Street Gate in 1612-1614 to the design of Abraham van den
Blocke. The city’s vivid emblem placed on both sides of the gate
over the main passage greefs the passer-byes. The atfic is
flanked with stone figures sculpted by Peter Ringering. Peace,
Freedom, Wealth, and Fame face the Gateway. On the Long
Street side come Concord, Justice, Piety, and Reason.
The accompanying Latin maxim reads: ‘Concord makes minor
states grow, discord makes major ones collapse’.

St George Brotherhood Court

The Golden Gate neighbours on the Gothic St George Brotherhood
Court from 1494 built to the design by J. Glotau. The Court was
originally the meeting place of the earliest elite rifle club of the
Medieval Gdarisk - St George's. It also served ceremonial,
feasting, and theatrical purposes. In 1566 the roof turret was
topped with a figure of St George fighting the dragon.






